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Now, the President will have to talk to you 
about Afghanistan. But I would be very cau-
tious about whether or not the Iranian influ-
ence there in Afghanistan is a positive 
force—and therefore, it’s going to be up to 
them to prove to us and prove to the Govern-
ment that they are. 

President Karzai. I had a good discussion 
with President Bush on civilian casualties. 
I’m very happy to tell you that President 
Bush felt very much with the Afghan people, 
that he calls the Afghan people allies in the 
war against terror and friends, and that he 
is as much concerned as I am, as the Afghan 
people are. I was very happy with that con-
versation. 

Q. Mr. Karzai—can I ask my question in 
Dari first? 

President Karzai. Please, yes. 

Suicide Bombings 

[The reporter asked a question in Dari, after 
which she provided her own translation as 
follows.] 

Q. You have recently become a father, and 
also, you have recently pardoned a teenager 
who suicide himself, and you said he 
washed—he was brainwashed. 

President Karzai. Brainwashed, yes. 
Q. Yes. What do you think about the fu-

ture of Afghanistan in view of this problem? 
President Karzai. Well, ma’am, the 

man—the boy, I should say, that I pardoned 
was a 14-year-old boy from Pakistan’s South 
Waziristan Agency. He was sent by his father 
to a madrassa to get education because he 
could not any more afford to have him in 
school, because his mother had a heart ail-
ment, and they had to spend money on her 
treatment. 

Having sent the boy to a madrassa, he dis-
appeared from there. After a few months, 
his father heard that he was arrested in Af-
ghanistan, and then he came to Afghanistan. 
And having seen that this was a teenage— 
rather, legally underage innocent boy used 
by terrorists to kill himself and to kill other 
innocent people, I felt that it was the right 
decision to pardon him, to give him a new 
opportunity for education and a new life, and 
to send a message to his mother that your 
child is going to be back with you. I am very 
glad I did that. 

But this gives us a lesson about those who 
are the enemies of all of us, the enemies of 
people who use young children, who brain-
washes them, and who forces them to kill 
themselves. 

The message should be clear to the rest 
of the world about the evil that we are fight-
ing, the heartless people that we are fighting, 
who don’t even have any feeling for young 
children, for babies, for teenagers. Most of 
that, we know today, that the terrorists are 
buying and selling suicide bombers. We have 
received calls in our Government offices by 
handlers of suicide bombers that they want 
to sell them to us. So it’s become a trade, 
a mean trade; merchants of death are around 
there. So it’s our job to get rid of them. 

President Bush. Thank you very much. 
President Karzai. Thank you very much. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
11:17 a.m. In his remarks, he referred to President 
Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan. President Karzai 
referred to Abdul Salaam Azimi, Chief Justice of 
Afghanistan. 

Proclamation 8164—Women’s 
Equality Day, 2007 
August 6, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On Women’s Equality Day, we commemo-

rate the adoption of the 19th Amendment 
to our Constitution and the strong leadership 
of extraordinary women who have made 
America a more perfect Union by advancing 
women’s suffrage. 

At the Seneca Falls Convention of 1848, 
a group of visionaries gathered to proclaim 
the ideas that ‘‘all men and women are cre-
ated equal’’ and ‘‘endowed by their Creator 
with certain inalienable rights.’’ That gath-
ering grew into a national movement that led 
to the ratification of the 19th Amendment, 
guaranteeing women the right to vote. This 
achievement reflects the vision and deter-
mination of the suffragists who stood for a 
freer society and changed our Nation’s his-
tory. 
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Since the passage of the 19th Amendment, 
pioneers such as Margaret Chase Smith and 
Sandra Day O’Connor rose above obstacles 
and broke down barriers to equality. Today, 
American women are shaping our Nation and 
the world by serving in all walks of life. Many 
brave women volunteer to wear the uniform 
of the United States, and they serve as an 
inspiration to all. 

Our Nation is grateful for the bold leader-
ship of American women who have opened 
doors of opportunity for women of future 
generations. On Women’s Equality Day we 
honor the suffragists and all those who seek 
to expand equality in our world. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 2007, 
as Women’s Equality Day. I call upon the 
people of the United States to celebrate the 
achievements of women and observe this day 
with appropriate programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixth day of August, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., August 8, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on August 9. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Economic Advisers 
August 8, 2007 

Good afternoon, Mr. Secretary. Thank you 
for your hospitality. We’re pleased to be here 
at the Treasury Department. 

This morning I spoke with Governor 
Huntsman of Utah. He gave me an update 
on the efforts to rescue the trapped miners. 
I told him our Nation’s thoughts and prayers 
are with the miners and their families and 
that the Federal Government will help in any 
way we can. 

I just finished a productive meeting with 
members of my economic team. We dis-

cussed our thriving economy and what we 
need to do to keep it that way. We care a 
lot about whether our fellow citizens are 
working and whether or not they’ve got 
money in their pockets to save, spend, or in-
vest as they see fit. We talked about Amer-
ica’s role in the global economy. 

My administration follows a simple philos-
ophy: Our economy prospers when we trust 
the American people with their own pay-
checks. When I came to office in 2001, our 
Nation was headed toward a recession. And 
so we acted. We acted on the philosophy I 
just described, and we cut the taxes across 
the board. And the American people have 
used this money to fuel an economic resur-
gence. 

Since 2003, our economy has added more 
than 8.3 million new jobs and almost 4 years 
of uninterrupted growth. The economy con-
tinues to grow at a steady pace, and during 
the most recent quarter, it grew at an annual 
rate of 3.4 percent. Unemployment is low. 
Real after-tax income has increased by an av-
erage of more than $3,400 per person since 
I took office. 

Tax cuts let Americans keep their own 
money; it stimulates entrepreneurship. And 
we have a debate here in Washington over 
tax cuts. Democrats in Congress want to in-
crease taxes and turn them into additional 
Government programs, and I strongly oppose 
that approach. 

We want the people to keep more of their 
own money because we understand that the 
American economy, entrepreneurs and 
small-business owners are the ones who cre-
ate jobs. The genius of our free market econ-
omy is that it grows from the bottom up, 
through the college student who starts up a 
business in a parent’s garage, or a stay-at- 
home mom who works out of a home office, 
or the small-business owner who dreams of 
growing his or her enterprise into a big busi-
ness. 

The entrepreneurial spirit has helped our 
economy keep pace with new technologies, 
and America is a leader in innovation. Twelve 
years ago, eBay did not exist. Today, eBay 
is a global business that reported nearly $6 
billion in net revenues last year. Hundreds 
of thousands of Americans now make part 
of their living by selling products on that web 
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